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Two new priests to enter the fields of the 
Lord’s harvest in Wyoming
By: Fr. Steven Titus,  
Diocese of Cheyenne Director of 
Vocations

When asked what they wanted 
to be when they were little, Deacon 
Bryce Lungren and Deacon Clark 
Lenz had the same response:  a 
farmer!  However, five-year-old Clark 
Lenz combined his favorite food with 
his career choice and specified that 
he was set on being a watermelon 
farmer.

These two men, both natives of 
Wyoming, were raised in agricultural 
regions—Deacon Lungren in 
Worland and Deacon Lenz in 
Torrington.  There they observed the 
rhythm of seasons—planting and 
harvesting—and witnessed the labor 
and reward of farm life.  Each man 
followed a different path on the way 
to their vocation, but on June 8th, 
both will be ordained priests for the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.  

Unless a Grain of Wheat Falls to 
the Ground and Dies

“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” 
(John 12:24)

Jesus employs this image, familiar 
to farmers who work at planting 
and harvesting, as the events of his 
suffering, death and resurrection are 
about to unfold.  The lesson is simple: 

a single grain of wheat bears fruit if 
it falls to good ground, takes root, 
and springs to provide a bountiful 
harvest.

Early in the Gospel of John at the 
Wedding at Cana, Jesus says “my hour 
has not yet come” (2:4); twice more 
we hear the “hour has not yet come” 
in John 7:30, 8:20.  But by chapter 
twelve, the moment is right for Jesus 
to lay down his life for his friends, he 
declares: “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified.” 

On June 8th Deacon Lenz and 
Deacon Lungren will lay down their 
lives.  During the Rite of Ordination 
to Priesthood, they will actually lay 
down in prostration on the cathedral 
floor, faces on the ground.  If you 
have attended an ordination, you 
likely remember this moment. It is a 
profound gesture of self-gift to God 
and a symbol of the priest’s special 
conformity to Christ.

Teacher, Priest and Shepherd
On April 22nd of this year, Pope 

Francis ordained sixteen new 
priests for the Diocese of Rome.  
In his ordination homily, Francis 
explains the unique character of the 
ministerial priesthood:

“It is true that the Lord Jesus is the 
High Priest of the New Testament, 
and God has also made his entire 
people a royal priesthood in Christ. 
But Jesus Christ also chose some of 
his followers to carry out publicly in 

the Church a priestly ministry in 
his name on behalf of mankind, 
continuing his personal mission as 
teacher, priest and shepherd.”

While all baptized persons share 
in baptismal priesthood which 

emboldens us to bear the Gospel to 
others, the ministerial priest takes 
up the duties of teacher, priest and 
shepherd uniquely in the person 
of Christ.  These duties, or munera, 
inform all aspects of the life of a 
priest.  In the celebration of all 
the sacraments, and especially the 
Eucharist the priest makes present 
to the world the saving sacrifice and 
mercy of Jesus.
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“New priests” continued on page 3

Deacon Bryce Lungren at the ordination 
Mass for Bishop Steven

Deacon Clark Lenz following his 
ordination to the diaconate
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By: Bishop Steven Biegler
The health of a diocese is greatly 

determined by its priests and 
deacons.  They animate parish life 
and provide the vision for ministry. 
On pages 4 and 5, you will find a list 
of priests with new assignments, and 
those being re-assigned.  I am grateful 
for their generosity of spirit in saying 
yes to a new mission.  Some priests 

were aware they might be moving 
because the term of their assignment 
was completed, but others were asked 
to move prior to the completion of a 
term.  In addition, the assignments of 
most permanent deacons are listed 
since their terms were completed 
this spring.  They provide valuable 
ministry and enrich the life of the 
Church in so many ways.      

I would like to explain the process 
for making priestly assignments so 
that people might better understand 
how it works.  Late last fall, I sent 
the priests a letter in which they 
were given the opportunity to 
indicate if they: (1) prefer to remain 
in their current parish, (2) prefer 
a new assignment, (3) are open to 
being moved if needed for the good 
of the diocese.  Their responses 
were reviewed and compiled in 
December.  Meanwhile, I worked 
with key staff members to review the 
situation of all the priests:  retirement 
ages, health concerns, terms of 
assignments, upcoming ordinations, 
the commitment of priests from 
foreign countries who are serving 
here, the possibility of inviting other 
extern priests to serve in this diocese, 

etc.  This allows us to plan for the 
immediate term as well as the next 
several years.  

In January, I met with Fr. Carl 
Gallinger, the Vicar General, and 
the Deans to discuss the review 
and responses with them.  For 
organizational purposes, the Diocese 
of Cheyenne is comprised of five 
deaneries with Deans:  Thermopolis 

(northwest), Rock 

Springs (southwest), 
Sheridan (northeast), 
Casper (central), and 
Cheyenne (southeast).  
The Deans representing 
the deaneries are, 
respectively:  Fathers 
Vernon Clark, Sam 
Hayes, Cliff Jacobson, 
Gary Ruzicka and 
August Koeune.  It 
is helpful to discuss 
upcoming assignments 
with this group because 
they know what is 
happening with the 

priests and parishes in their respective 
deaneries.  Their knowledge and 
advice is invaluable in making such 
decisions.  In our discussions, we 
sought a consensus on what would be 
best for the diocese as a whole.   

During February and March, 
I spoke with priests who were 
being considered for a change of 
assignment.  If a pastor was moving, 
I asked him about particular needs in 
the parish so that we might assign a 
priest with the capacity to minister 
effectively within that pastoral 
context.  Then I drafted a plan for 
the new assignments.  Subsequently, 
in late March, I met again with the 
Deans and Vicar General to review 
and finalize the plan.  We made a few 
changes, then I contacted the priests 
who would be moving.  

Change is difficult for priests and 
parishioners alike.  People form deep 
relationships with clergy because 
of profound personal experiences.  
They accompany the people of 
God in some of life’s most touching 
moments which are often marked 
by the Sacraments – the birth and 
baptism of a child, the reception of 
First Communion or Confirmation, 
marriage preparation and weddings, 

life-threatening illness and funerals, 
etc.  The priest is a father figure who 
forms a deep bond with the people in 
the parish.  As parishes and priests 
experience a transition this summer, 
please pray for the priests undergoing 
a transition.  Yes, it is difficult for 
the people, but the priest endures 
the greater transition.  He leaves a 
community with which he has formed 
a strong bond, and he enters a new 

community where he 
knows hardly anyone.  

There is no perfect 
solution as we move 
clergy.  Every priest 
(or bishop!) has gifts 
and limitations, so 
I invite the people 
of our diocese to 
accept that reality.  In 
addition, it takes time 
for priests to adapt to 

new pastoral challenges.  All of this 
requires patience, prayer and trust in 
the Holy Spirit.  

As we look to the future, the 
good news is that two priests will 
be ordained in June.  Come and 
celebrate the ordination of Deacons 
Clark Lenz and Bryce Lungren on 
June 8 at the Cathedral in Cheyenne.  
Also, Fr. Emilio Cabrera, ordained 
for the Diocese of Vélez in Colombia, 
was incardinated in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne on April 25, 2018.  Fr. 
Emilio has served here for over five 
years, and he is currently assigned to 
Holy Spirit Catholic Community in 

Rock Springs.  (To be “incardinated” 
means that he became a member 
of the presbyterate of the Diocese 
of Cheyenne and will spend the 
remainder of his active priesthood 
here.)  

However, over the next six years 
(by 2024), eight priests will retire 
and five extern priests will return 
to their home dioceses or religious 
communities.  Consequently, we will 
have thirteen fewer active priests in 
our Diocese.  In the same period of 
time, the terms of three or four extern 
priests will be completed, and they 
may be called back to their home 
dioceses or religious communities.  
The above statistics do not account 
for any loss of priests from serious 
illness or sudden death which may 
occur.  

We have only four seminarians.  
In planning for the future, I have 
discussed some options with the 
Deans, and we are actively seeking 
additional extern priests.  Obviously, 
we will experience a decrease of active 
priests in the near future.  Therefore, 
I urge you to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life, and to 
encourage young people to answer 
the Lord’s call.  God is calling people 
to serve him, but many are not blessed 
with a family who nurtures the call. 

Please pray for the priests who are 
transitioning this spring.  And pray 
for young men and women whom 
God is calling to the consecrated life, 
permanent diaconate or priesthood. 
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‘‘...Please pray 
for the priests who 
are transitioning 
this spring.’’

Bishop Steven

DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE 
JOB OPPORTUNITY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
RECEPTIONIST

Visit our website for full job description and application
Questions? 
Call or email
Tammy Skala

tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org
307-638-1530

www.dioceseofcheyenne.org

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

job.pdf   1   5/7/18   8:41 AM



Wyoming CatholiC RegisteRMarch 2015 Page 3 2 Page 3June 2018 WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

Father Emilio Cabrera 
Incardinated for the Diocese 
of Cheyenne
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“New priests” continued from page 1

I Came not to be Served but to 
Serve

It is once again in the Gospel of 
John where Jesus gives a perfect 
example of self-gift.  During the 
last supper he washes the feet of his 
closest disciples and enjoins them 
to “wash one another’s feet…If you 
understand this, blessed are you if 
you do it.” (John 13) 

Echoing this Gospel call to service, 
Pope Francis calls the newly ordained 
priests of Rome to “Always keep 
in mind the example of the Good 
Shepherd who came not to be served 
but to serve, and to seek out and 
rescue those who were lost.”

Anticipating the great celebration of 
priestly ordination, let us accompany 
these two men with prayer as they 
prepare to lay down their lives to 
serve God’s people in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne as ordained priests of God.

Getting to Know Your New Priests
Deacon Lungren and Deacon Lenz 

shared a few things about themselves.
Both men come from similarly 

sized families; two brothers for 
Deacon Lungren and one sister for 
Deacon Lenz.  Each credits family 
as key mentors of faith, with Deacon 
Lungren naming Grandma Ruth and 
Deacon Lenz his parents.

Fr. Kevin Koch helped Deacon Lenz 
begin to really consider priesthood, 
while Msgr. Kevin O’Neill in Helena, 
Montana served to help open Deacon 
Lungren to his call.

In leisure time, Deacon Lenz enjoys 
piano, horticulture, dogs and his 
family, while Deacon Lungren enjoys 
spending free time doing “anything 
in the shop, field, or corral.”  (For 
the record, Deacon Lungren with his 
horse, Chief, seems to be the first-
ever horse/seminarian portrait on a 
vocations poster.)

When asked if they were willing 
to share something that most people 
don’t know about them, both deacons 
named physical characteristics.  
Deacon Lungren proudly owns that 
“I was bald by the age of twenty-five” 
and Deacon Lenz— “I have a couple 
of webbed toes.”

And it is not just the childhood 
hope of becoming farmers that these 
men have in common.  Both name a 
summer experience at the Institute 
of Priestly Formation in Omaha as 
a time when the Lord assured them 
of their vocational call to priesthood.  
Deacon Lungren describes the grace 
thus, “I really heard the Lord reveal 
deep in my heart that the priest He 
wanted me to be was the man He 
created me to be.”  Deacon Lenz 
recalls that, “During the intensive 
spirituality program I had several 
powerful prayer experiences which 
helped me to realize I was on the 
right path.” 

Vocational discernment takes 
work.  Asked to name an obstacle 
overcome on the path to priesthood, 
Deacon Lenz says, “Certainly, the 
greatest obstacle has been learning 
to trust in God and not to rely so 
much on myself.”  Deacon Lungren 
cites the struggle to determine the 
right diocese in which to be a priest 
as difficult.  Though he initially 
studied to be ordained to the Diocese 
of Helena, Deacon Lungren finally 
decided to return to Wyoming and 
his childhood home and experienced 
God’s grace in this process. “In the 
end, the Lord worked it all out in His 
providence and I hardly had to do a 
thing!”

Closing thoughts from Deacon 
Lenz: “I am happily anticipating my 
ordination in June.  Right now, I find 
myself preparing to close one chapter 
of my life—formal education—and to 
open the next as a priest of the diocese.  
Over-and-above all else I feel grateful: 
grateful to God for His unfailing 
goodness to me, grateful to my family 
for their support and grateful to 
the people of Wyoming who have, 
likewise, supported me through their 
prayers, words of encouragement and 
monetary generosity over these past 
six years of study.  I can only say that 
I know myself to be an undeservedly 
fortunate fellow, looking forward to a 
long life of service for God among the 
most beautiful landscape He created 
and for a truly good-hearted people.”

Deacon Lungren offers his 
gratitude: “First of all, I want to 
thank my family for their steadfast 
encouragement over this long journey 
of seminary and pastoral years. Mom 
and Dad have always been the wind 
beneath my wings. Also, I want to 
thank the diocese of Helena Montana 
and Bishop George Thomas (now of 
the Diocese of Las Vegas) for their 
contribution to my formation and 
their openness to allow me to follow 
God’s call back home. And finally, 
my thanks to all the good people 
in Wyoming who welcomed me 
home and encouraged me always 
to follow God’s call. In a particular 
way I’d like to thank the staff of Saint 
Stephen’s Indian Mission, Fr. Jim 
Heiser, my good friend Fr. Andrew 
Kinstetter and lastly, Archbishop 
Etienne and Bishop Steven for their 
compassionate shepherding these 
last few years.”

The priestly ordination of Deacon 
Clark Lenz and Deacon Bryce 
Lungren will occur on Friday, June 
8, 2018 at 2:00 pm, Cathedral of St. 
Mary, Cheyenne.  All are invited to 
attend.

Rev. Emilio Cabrera has served in the Diocese of Cheyenne for the past 
five years as parochial vicar at Holy Spirit Catholic Community in Rock 
Springs.  He was ordained a priest on May 3, 2000 in Columbia for the 
Diocese of Socorro and San Gil, then later served in the Diocese of Vélez. 
Fr. Emilio dreamed of learning English, so much so that at night in his 
dreams, people would speak to him in English and he did not know how 
to answer them.  “After arriving in Wyoming, I never dreamed this again, 
because it became my daily challenge,” said Fr. Emilio.

Fr. Emilio is one of five children.  His parents instilled a strong sense of 
faith in the family.  He was raised in a small town and watched his vocation 
grow as his parents were involved in many activities of their nascent parish 
mission.  As Fr. Emilio remembers fondly, “The chapel was about two 
blocks from my house. I had to cross a busy avenue. For that reason, my 
father was afraid that something would happen to me when I went to ring 
the bells and prepare the Mass. My father brought the bell of the church 
and installed it on the roof of our house, from there I rang bells for the 
Mass every Sunday.”

Rev. Jaime Bueno, formerly of the Diocese of Cheyenne, had taken a 
letter to the Bishop of the Diocese of Vélez, seeking a priest to work with 
Hispanic ministries.  However, the letter was later lost, and Fr. Emilio used 
Google to find where Fr. Jaime was and contact him in Wyoming, thus 
beginning his journey to the States.

 
Fr. Emilio recently requested to be incardinated as a priest for the 

Diocese of Cheyenne.  Monseñor Marco Antonio Merchán, Bishop of 
Vélez, has agreed to allow Fr. Emilio to excardinate from his home diocese 
in Colombia. Bishop Steven Biegler granted his request to be incardinated 
into the Diocese of Cheyenne on April 25, 2018. Says Fr. Emilio, “The 
two bishops I have had have been very open to listening to me and 
accompanying me in my ministry, as well as understanding the need to 
work with the growing Hispanic community. It is not easy to leave the 
homeland, but Wyoming has already become my home.”

Father Emilio
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The Most Reverend Steven Biegler, DD, STL 
Bishop of Cheyenne

Dorene A. McIntyre
Ecclesiastical Notary

Reappointments for Priests  |  Effective July 1, 2018, unless otherwise noted

Rev. Emilio Cabrera, a priest ordained for the Diocese of Vélez 
(Colombia) requested to be incardinated as a priest for the Diocese of 
Cheyenne. Monseñor Marco Antonio Merchan, Bishop of Vélez, has 
agreed to allow Fr. Emilio to excardinate, and Bishop Steven Biegler 
granted his request to be incardinated into the Diocese of Cheyenne 
on April 25, 2018. Rev. Cabrera is reappointed Parochial Vicar of 
Holy Spirit Catholic Community in Rock Springs and the missions 
of St. Christopher in Eden, St. Vivian in Superior, and St. Anthony in 
Wamsutter. 
Rev. Denis D’Souza is reappointed Pastor of Immaculate Conception 
in Green River. 
Rev. Jaimon Dominic is reappointed Parochial Vicar of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Cheyenne. 
Rev. Andrew Duncan is reappointed Parochial Vicar of St. Rose of 
Lima in Torrington, St. Anthony in Guernsey, and St. Leo in Lusk. 
Very Rev. Carl Gallinger is reappointed Pastor of St. Joseph in 
Cheyenne. 
Rev. Thomas George is reappointed Pastor of Our Lady of Fatima in 
Casper. 
Very Rev. Sam Hayes is reappointed Pastor of St. Joseph in Rawlins, 

and the mission of Our Lady of the Sage in Baggs. 
Very Rev. Cliff Jacobson is reappointed Pastor of St. Matthew in 
Gillette, and the missions of St. Patrick in Moorcroft, and Blessed 
Sacrament in Wright. 
Rev. Thomas Kadera is reappointed Pastor of St. Patrick in Wheatland, 
and the mission of Mary Queen of Heaven in Chugwater, effective 
October 2, 2017. 
Rev. Kevin Koch is reappointed Pastor of St. Paul Church in Pine Bluffs 
and the missions of St. Joseph in Albin and St. Peter in Carpenter. 
Very Rev. August Koeune is reappointed Pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Cheyenne.
Rev. Raymond Moss is reappointed Pastor of St. Rose of Lima in 
Torrington, St. Anthony in Guernsey, and St. Leo in Lusk. 
Rev. Peter James Mwaura is reappointed Pastor of Our Lady of Peace 
in Pinedale and the mission of St. Anne in Big Piney. 
Very Rev. Gary Ruzicka is reappointed Pastor of St. Patrick in Casper. 
Rev. Philip Vanderlin, OSB, a Benedictine Priest of Assumption 
Abbey in Richardton, ND, is reappointed Parochial Vicar of Our Lady 
of the Mountains in Jackson and the missions of Holy Family in Thayne 
and the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National Park.

Rev. Kevin Barrett, presently the Administrator of St. Anthony in 
Casper, is appointed Pastor of St. Anthony in Casper.
Rev. Hugo Blotsky, OSB, a Benedictine Priest of Assumption Abbey 
in Richardton, ND and presently Parochial Vicar of St. Anthony in 
Casper, is appointed to supply for priests on sabbatical or vacation. 
Rev. Michael Ehiemere, presently Parochial Vicar of Holy Name in 
Sheridan and its missions, retires June 30, 2018. After serving in the 
Diocese of Cheyenne for 23 years, he will return to his home diocese 
of Umuahia, Nigeria. 
Rev. Robert Frederick Jr., a priest of the Archdiocese of Atlanta and 
currently the Chaplain of Wyoming Catholic College, will return to 
ministry in his Archdiocese. 
Rev. William Hill, presently Pastor of St. James in Douglas and the 
mission Our Lady of Lourdes in Glendo, is appointed Pastor of Holy 
Spirit Catholic Community in Rock Springs and the missions of 
St. Christopher in Eden, St. Vivian in Superior, and St. Anthony in 
Wamsutter. 
Deacon Clark Lenz, following priestly ordination June 8, 2018, will be 
appointed Parochial Vicar of Holy Name in Sheridan and the missions 
of St. Edmund in Ranchester and Our Lady of the Pines in Story. 
Deacon Bryce Lungren, following priestly ordination June 8, 2018, 
will be appointed Parochial Vicar of St. Stephens Mission and 
the missions of St. Joseph in Ethete, and Blessed Sacrament in Ft. 
Washakie. 
Rev. Jason Marco, presently the Administrator of St. Ann in Saratoga 
and the mission of St. Joseph in Hanna, is appointed Pastor of St. Ann 

New Assignments for Priests  |  Effective July 1, 2018

in Saratoga and the mission of St. Joseph in Hanna.
Rev. Hiep Nguyen, presently Parochial Vicar of St. Margaret in 
Riverton and the missions of Our Lady of the Woods in Dubois, St. 
Edward in Kinnear, and St. Joseph in Shoshoni, is appointed Parochial 
Vicar of St. Patrick in Casper and Corpus Christi in Newcastle and 
the missions of St. Matthew in Hulett, St. Paul in Sundance, and St. 
Anthony in Upton. 
Rev. Demetrio Peñascoza, presently Pastor of St. Margaret in Riverton 
and the missions of Our Lady of the Woods in Dubois, St. Edward in 
Kinnear, and St. Joseph in Shoshoni, is appointed Pastor of St. James in 
Douglas and the mission of Our Lady of Lourdes in Glendo.
Rev. Robert Rodgers, presently Parochial Vicar of Holy Name in 
Sheridan and the missions of St. Edmund in Ranchester and Our Lady 
of the Pines in Story, is appointed Parochial Vicar of St. Margaret in 
Riverton and the missions of Our Lady of the Woods in Dubois, St. 
Edward in Kinnear, and St. Joseph in Shoshoni. 
Rev. Louis Shea, presently Pastor of St. Joseph in Lovell and Sacred 
Heart in Greybull, is appointed Pastor of St. Margaret in Riverton 
and the missions of Our Lady of the Woods in Dubois, St. Edward in 
Kinnear, and St. Joseph in Shoshoni. 
Rev. Glen Szczechowski, presently Pastor of Holy Spirit Catholic 
Community in Rock Springs and missions of St. Christopher in Eden, 
St. Vivian in Superior, and St. Anthony in Wamsutter, is appointed 
Pastor of St. Joseph in Lovell and Sacred Heart in Greybull. 
Rev. Paul Ward, a priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit, is appointed 
Chaplain of Wyoming Catholic College in Lander. 

Dated April 25, 2018
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Transition or Retirement of Deacons  |  Effective July 1, 2018
Deacon Vernon Dobelmann, currently assigned to St. Mary’s Cathedral in Cheyenne, will be relocating outside of the Diocese of Cheyenne. 
He will be serving at St. Francis by the Sea Parish, Hilton Head Island, SC in the Diocese of Charleston. 
Deacon Ken Pitlick will retire from parish ministry at Corpus Christi in Newcastle and the missions of St. Matthew in Hulett, St. Paul in 
Sundance, and St. Anthony in Upton.

Reappointments for Deacons  |  Effective July 1, 2018

Deacon Terry Archbold is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 
Patrick in Wheatland and the mission Mary Queen of Heaven in 
Chugwater. 
Deacon Gerald Boydston is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 
Anthony in Cody and the missions of Our Lady of the Valley in Clark, 
and St. Theresa in Meeteetse. 
Deacon Joseph Bush is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 
Anthony in Cody and the missions of Our Lady of the Valley in Clark, 
and St. Theresa in Meeteetse. 
Deacon Kim Carroll is reappointed permanent deacon of St. Matthew 
in Gillette and the missions of St. Patrick in Moorcroft and Blessed 
Sacrament in Wright. 
Deacon Harry Flavin is reappointed permanent deacon of Our Lady 
of the Mountains in Jackson and the missions of Holy Family in 
Thayne, and the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National 
Park. 
Deacon Kevin Halvorsen is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 
Louis in Glenrock. 
Deacon Bill Hill is reappointed permanent deacon of Our Lady of the 
Mountains in Jackson and the missions of Holy Family in Thayne, and 
the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National Park. 
Deacon Daniel Kostelc is reappointed permanent deacon of Our 
Lady of Peace in Pinedale and the mission of St. Anne in Big Piney.
Deacon Mike Leman is reappointed permanent deacon of Holy 
Trinity in Cheyenne. 
Deacon Charles Lux is reappointed permanent deacon of Holy 
Spirit Catholic Community in Rock Springs and the missions of 
St. Christopher in Eden, St. Vivian in Superior, and St. Anthony in 
Wamsutter. 
Deacon Mike Martinson is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 

Mary Magdalen in Worland. 

Deacon Richard Miller is reappointed permanent deacon of Holy 
Rosary in Lander and the missions of Ascension in Hudson and St. 
Brendan in Jeffrey City. 
Deacon Richard Moser is reappointed permanent deacon of St. 
Anthony in Cody and the mission of St. Theresa in Meeteetse.
Deacon Wes Nash is reappointed permanent deacon of Immaculate 
Conception in Green River. 
Deacon Tom Niemann is reappointed permanent deacon of St. Joseph 
in Cheyenne. 
Deacon Steven Penwell is reappointed permanent deacon of St. Joseph 
in Lovell and St. Barbara in Powell. 
Deacon Rolland Raboin is reappointed permanent deacon of St. Rose 
of Lima in Torrington and the missions St. Anthony in Guernsey, and 
St. Leo in Lusk. 
Deacon Joseph Sandrini is reappointed permanent deacon of Corpus 
Christi in Newcastle and the missions of St. Matthew in Hulett, St. Paul 
in Sundance, and St. Anthony in Upton. 
Deacon Carroll Schell is reappointed permanent deacon of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Cheyenne. 
Deacon Doug Vlchek is reappointed permanent deacon of Our 
Lady of the Mountains in Jackson and the missions of Holy Family in 
Thayne, and the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National 
Park.
Deacon Philip Wanek is reappointed permanent deacon of Our 
Lady of the Mountains in Jackson and the missions of Holy Family in 
Thayne, and the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National 
Park. 
Deacon David Zelenka is reappointed permanent deacon of Holy 
Trinity in Cheyenne.

The Most Reverend Steven Biegler, DD, STL 
Bishop of Cheyenne

Dorene A. McIntyre
Ecclesiastical Notary

Dated May 1, 2018

Worland.
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By: Deacon Mike Leman,  
Legislative Liaison

The 2018 Budget session of the 
Wyoming Legislature saw significant 
battles over the state’s deficit. There 
were 340 proposed bills heard 
over the 20-day period. Following 
the session, several media outlets 
lamented the fact that “social issue” 
bills were included when there were 
so many “more important” things to 
consider. 

Of course, framing bills as “social” 
is a political strategy often used 
to undermine the importance of 
legislation one doesn’t support. 
It would be unfair to suggest this 
was the intent of the authors of 
those articles. Nevertheless, the 
media should be careful how it 
portrays what is, or is not, important 
regarding the role of government. 
After all, what part of politics is not 
“social” in nature?  

Obviously, during a budget 
session, the legislature should focus 
on the budget. However, even during 
a budget session, the government 
must have a clear understanding of 
who it is called to serve, or it will 
not be able to appropriate funds 
in a just manner. Our belief in the 
dignity of every human person is 
predicated on another belief; that all 
people are created in the image and 
likeness of God. For that reason, a 
just government merely enacts laws 
that recognize and protect human 
dignity. It does not have the power to 
grant dignity, nor can it take dignity 
away.  

While the Diocese of Cheyenne 
followed a multitude of bills last 
session, I would like to highlight 
two particular bills concerning the 
dignity of human persons: SF 85 
Certificate of non-viable birth, and 
HB 189 Death penalty repeal.

SF 85 Certificate of Non-Viable 
Birth

SF 85 sought to allow parents who 
experience a miscarriage between 
10 and 20 weeks of pregnancy to be 
notified by their healthcare provider 
that they could request a certificate 
of a non-viable birth from the vital 
records office. The certificate would 
indicate the age and sex of the child, 
if known, as well as a name of the 
child, if given. 

The bill had bi-partisan 
sponsorship but immediately 
faced opposition by the abortion 
supporting group NARAL (National 
Abortion Rights Action League). 

Testimony at committee was 

given by several women who were 
against the bill. The most troubling 
testimony was given by a Cheyenne 
OB-GYN physician. She testified 
against pro-life bills last year, 
including the ultrasound bill and the 
bill prohibiting the sale of fetal body 
parts. 

Regarding SF 85, she said that 
miscarriage is one of the most 
difficult experiences a woman can 
have and as that patient’s doctor, it 
is up to her to provide the needed 
compassion and care to help in 
the grieving process. She stated 
the legislature has no business 
interfering with the doctor-patient 
relationship. 

Unfortunately, she went on to say 
that at 10 weeks in the womb, the 
fetus is “just tissue, like an appendix.” 
She asked the committee, “Do you 
think we should offer a certificate 
for people who have their appendix 
removed too?”

SF 85 passed out of the Senate 
Labor/Health Committee but 
eventually failed 3rd reading in the 
Senate by a vote of 12-18.

The impact this particular bill 
might have had is debatable. While 
this was not necessarily considered 
a pro-life bill, the testimony given 
against it was a powerful reminder 
that even our healthcare providers 
are not immune to political 
ideologies that dehumanize the most 
vulnerable.     

HB 189 Death Penalty Repeal
HB 189, the death penalty repeal 

bill, also had broad bi-partisan 
sponsorship.

First, it is important to acknowledge 
the immense pain suffered by the 
families of victims of violence. Our 
faith calls us to accompany them 
and offer them the comfort and 
healing found only in Christ Jesus. 
We empathize with their desire for 
justice. 

Still, we have to acknowledge that 
our ability to implement justice is 
limited. We are incapable of restoring 
lives taken from us. One might even 
sympathize with the person who 
desires revenge. However, just as we 
expect more from our healthcare 
providers, so should we also hold our 
government to a higher standard.

I wrote a newspaper article 
supporting the bill and received one 
thoughtful (even polite) response. 
The main objection in the response 
letter was that extremely dangerous 
prisoners can remain a threat to 
the public even when they are in 
prison. This was true of Wyoming’s 

most recently executed prisoner 
who orchestrated (from prison) 
the murder of a witness who was 
set to testify against him. This is an 
important point. The safety of the 
citizens of Wyoming must remain a 
top priority. 

However, this does not necessarily 
justify the death penalty; rather, it 
raises procedural questions about 
how to ensure that dangerous 
prisoners cannot harm the public 
after incarceration. Is it possible 
to enact reasonable policies that 
limit or even prohibit external 
communications from prisoners 
on a case by case basis? Can prison 
officials monitor communications 
from certain inmates?  Given that 
Wyoming has not executed anyone 
since 1992, how have our correctional 
facilities protected the public from 
those extremely dangerous inmates 
since then? 

The answers to these considerations 
are important for any dangerous 
prisoner, not just those who would 
potentially qualify as capital cases.

Most people agree that all murder 
is wrong. However, the law reserves 
it severest condemnation for 
conspirators who plan to murder in 
advance. Yet, this is precisely the act 
that is rationalized by supporters of 
capital punishment.

Furthermore, it is peculiar that 
legislators who distrust government 
in the smallest of matters should so 
eagerly grant the state authority in 
such a large and irreversible matter 
as administering death.

As we seek to rebuild a culture 
of life, we must remember that the 
values enshrined in our laws have an 
instructive, moral element to them. 
We can go on preaching to our young 
people about the sacredness of life 
until the cows come home. However, 
if we rationalize the destruction of 
human persons in one situation, we 
leave the door open for others to do 
the same in other situations. The 
message our young people ultimately 
receive is this: The sacredness of 
any human life is in the eye of the 
beholder, and therefore relative. 

During the first week of the session, 
our country suffered another horrific 
school shooting. Once again, people 
of good will wondered how this 
could happen. While the solution is 
not a simple one, I think the most 
important step Catholics on both 
sides of the political aisle can take is 
to stop rationalizing the destruction 
of human persons from conception 
to natural death.   

HB 189 failed introduction in the 
House with a vote of 25-34 with 
one excused. I anticipate it will be 
brought again in the 2019 General 
Session, along with several other 
important pro-life bills. 

For a review of all of the bills 
drafted last session and to see how 
your legislators voted, check out the 
Legislature’s new website at http://
www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2018.  
Also, remember to visit the 
Legislative Liaison webpage at 
legislative.dioceseofcheyenne.org 
and like us on Facebook and Twitter.

2018 Legislative Review

Deacon Mike in conversation with a Wyoming Legislator during the 
2018 session.
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Four Priests—200 Years of Service

Rev. Carl Beavers
Fr. Beavers was ordained on May 24, 

1968 at St. Barbara’s in Powell, Wyoming.  
His priestly assignments have included 
St. Barbara, St. Laurence O’Toole, St. 
Joseph’s Children’s Home, Cathedral of 
St. Mary, Our Lady of the Mountains, 
and Holy Spirit Catholic Community.  
Fr. Beavers also served in the chancery 
office as Chancellor and Moderator of the 
Curia from 1990 to 1995.  He retired on 
July 2, 2012. Fr. Tom Sheridan writes, “Fr. 
Beavers was assistant pastor at St. Laurence 
O’Toole Church with Msgr. Meyer.  He 
collected funding and directed ministry 
for St. Joseph’s Orphanage.  He knows 

people all around Wyoming and instantly connected with their lifestyles. Fr. 
Beavers was also Pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in Cheyenne and was familiar 
with state politicians and Governor Hathaway when he was received into the 
Catholic Church before his death. A good preacher, Fr. Beavers always got to 
the nub of the question.  He is hard-nosed but kind in matters of a ministry 
nature; kind and supportive.”

Rev. Thomas Ogg
Fr. Ogg was ordained on May 25, 1968 

in Worland, Wyoming.  He holds a B.S. 
in Agriculture, a B.A. in Philosophy, an 
M.A. in Religious Education, and a Ph.D. 
in Guidance and Counseling.  His priestly 
assignments have included Sts. Cyril & 
Methodius, St. Paul’s Newman Center, 
St. Laurence O’Toole, St. Anthony’s in 
Casper, St. Louis in Glenrock, St. Matthew 
in Gillette, St. Barbara, and Holy Name.  
Fr. Ogg served as the diocesan Vocation 
Director from 1975-1989.  He also 
did a stint as president of the National 
Conference of Diocesan Vocation 
Directors.  Fr. Ogg has worked with the St. 

Joseph’s Society for Retired Clergy for over 40 years and continues in that role 
today.  He has worked for 42 years with Worldwide Marriage Encounter at 
all levels including local, regional, U.S., North American, and World Council 
Leadership.  He continues that affiliation yet today.  He has also been a member 
of the Association of United States Catholic Priests for eight years.  Fr. Ogg 
retired on June 30, 2010.

Rev. Michael Carr
Fr. Carr was ordained on May 29, 1968 

at the Cathedral of St. Mary in Cheyenne.  
He holds a B.A. in Philosophy, an M.A. 
in Religious Education, and an M.A. in 
Guidance and Counseling.  His priestly 
assignments have included Our Lady 
of Fatima, St. Anthony in Casper, the 
Cathedral of St. Mary, St. Joseph in 
Cheyenne, and St. Rose of Lima.  Fr. Carr 
also served as a counselor at St. Mary’s 
High School from 1971—1976, Judicial 
Vicar for the diocese from 1975—1985, 
Superintendent of St. Joseph’s Children’s 
Home from 1983—1990, appointed Vicar 
General four different times.  He has been 

serving as a chaplain and spiritual adviser for the Beginning Experience 
program for separated, divorced, and widowed since 1976.  Finally, Fr. Carr 
served as the Diocesan Administrator from September 3, 2008 through 
December 9, 2009.  He retired on July 2, 2012.  

Rev. Ron Stolcis
Fr. Stolcis was ordained on May 31, 1968 

at Holy Name in Sheridan.  He holds an 
M.A. in Religious Education.  His priestly 
assignments have included St. Barbara in 
Powell, St. Anthony in Casper, St. Margaret 
in Riverton, Sacred Heart in Greybull, St. 
Mary Magdalen in Worland, and Holy 
Name in Sheridan.  Fr. Stolcis served for 
13 years as the diocesan ecumenical officer 
and 14 years as the state chaplain of the 
Knights of Columbus.  He retired to his 
family farm in Sheridan on July 2, 2012. 

Congratulations to four of our diocesan priests who are celebrating 50 years of priesthood.  All 
four studied Theology at St. Thomas Seminary in Denver, Colorado and were ordained in May 
of 1968 by Bishop Hubert M. Newell.  If you would like to send a card or note to any of these 
priests, you can send it to them in care of: 

Diocese of Cheyenne
P.O. Box 1468

Cheyenne, WY 82003

Locally owned and operated for 28 years!

www.gillwindow.com

1813 Pacific Ave.
Cheyenne 

(307) 778-3037

Locally owned and operated for 30 years

DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE 

The Wyoming Catholic Register is now accepting ads for future issues!  Purchase one, or 
save up to $300 by purchasing a whole year of ads!*  Contact Denise Hawkins for more 
details. dhawkins@dioceseofcheyenne.org or 307-638-1530.

* One year = 4 ads, one per issue. 
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Clergy Celebrating 
Milestone Ordination 
Anniversaries this Year

Diocesan Stewardship 
Committee Recommends 
Tithe Allocations

10 years

25 years

20 years

Rev. Steven Titus

60 year Jubilee
Sr. Marie Bernard Martin

Rev. Jesryll Intes

Rev. Arulanandu David Rev. Philip Vaske

Bishop Steven Biegler Rev. Drew Duncan

By Matthew Potter, Director of Development and Stewardship

The Diocese of Cheyenne Stewardship Committee met recently to make 
recommendations to Bishop Steven regarding the diocesan tithe.

As part of our commitment to stewardship, the Diocese of Cheyenne 
sets aside 10% ($210,500) of the funds from Living and Giving in Christ; 
Unity through Diocesan Ministries and offers it as a tithe to worthwhile 
organizations and charities.  Some of the tithe is used in lieu of asking for 
second collections, while the balance of it is aimed toward directly building 
up the kingdom of God.

The Stewardship Committee reviews requests and makes recommendations 
for allocation of the tithe to Bishop Steven.  The following were recommended:

• The Friday Food Bag Foundation (cheyenneffbag.org) is a program run 
entirely by volunteers in Cheyenne.  According to the Wyoming Department 
of Education, 38% of K-12 students in Laramie County School Districts 
number 1 and 2 qualify for free or reduced meals.  While the students receive 
nutritious meals during the week, many do not have consistent access to meals 
on the weekends.  The Friday Food Bag Foundation works with educators and 
social workers from the districts to deliver bags of nutritious, non-perishable 
food each Friday while school is in session to children who might not eat well, 
or at all, during the weekends.  The Stewardship Committee recommended 
funding the Friday Food Bag Foundation with $5,000 each year for the next 
three years, along with assessing the need of other ‘lunch bag’ programs 
around the state for future consideration.

• The second recommendation was for a donation of $30,000 to the 
Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies in Casper (wyomingfoodbank.org).  
We have supported the Wyoming Food Bank in the past as it provides for 
food pantries across the state.  By giving to the Wyoming Food Bank, we can 
support feeding the poor throughout Wyoming, rather than in just one city.

•  One of the reasons for the tithe is to reduce the number of second collections.  
The Committee recommended we fund the following organizations with the 
respective amounts: 

Organization  Recommendation
Catholic University  $4,400
USCCB - Latin America  $3,300
USCCB - Central and Eastern  $3,300
                Europe
USCCB - Church in Africa  $12,100
USCCB - Catholic Communication  $12,100
                Campaign 
Black and Indian Mission Office  $16,500
Holy Land  $16,500
Total  $68,200

Bishop Steven approved these requests from the Committee.  Thank you 
for your contributions to Living and Giving in Christ, which make all of this 
possible.  

www.proximotravel.com                                                                     508-340-9370 
Hablamos Espanol                                                                               855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                                     Call us 24/7            

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France; Portugal; 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje; Lourdes; Fatima; Ireland; Scotland; England; 
Austria; Germany; Switzerland; Turkey; Our Lady of Guadalupe; Prague; 
Budapest; Greece; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; 

etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 
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By: Matthew Potter, Executive Director of the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation

The Board of the Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation 
(WCMF) held its regular meeting in April.  
Along with reviewing its investments and financial position, the 
Board reviewed a number of grant applications from around 
the Diocese.  Board members approved grants of more than 
$109,000 to help with:

• Medical bills for several priests;
• Both men’s and women’s retreats available to all the faithful in 
our diocese;
• The Wyoming Council of Catholic Women conference in the 
fall;
• The Catholic cemetery in Cheyenne;
• Costs associated with a sabbatical for a priest;
• Spanish language immersion class in Mexico for a priest;
• Replacement of the cooling system in the chancery office;

In addition, at each April meeting, the Board reviews grant ap-
plications from the six Catholic schools and St. Joseph’s Children’s 
Home for assistance in keeping up with technology needs for stu-
dents and teachers.  This year, more than $175,000 was awarded in 
this area.

The mission of the Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foun-
dation is to support and help grow the ministries of 
the Diocese of Cheyenne.  The Board is made up of ten 
faithful men and women from across Wyoming. They 
dedicate a great deal of their time, talent and treasure to 
effectively govern and grow the WCMF so it will contin-
ue to serve the needs of the people of God in Wyoming 
for many years to come.

For more information about the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation, visit our website at www.wycmf.org.  For information 
about how to include the Foundation in your will or trust, contact 
Matthew Potter at (307) 275-0372 or mpotter@wycmf.org.
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Chancery Changes

Welcome, Patti Loehrer!

Goodbye and Best Wishes

Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation Awards Grants

   With deepest sympathy to her family, we would 
like to recognize the life and service of Carol 
DeLois, Chancellor of the Diocese of Cheyenne for 
27 years.  Carol went home to the Lord on April 
22, 2018.  
   Carol began her employment with the diocese as 
Secretary to then-Bishop Hart, then as Chancellor.  
She was known as a woman of great faith, service, 
integrity and strength. She will be remembered for 
her calm demeanor, mentorship to others in the 
diocese, graciousness, and superior work ethic.
   Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon her.  May her soul and 
the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Please help us give a warm, Wyoming welcome 
to Patti Loehrer, who was recently appointed as the 
new Chancellor for the Diocese of Cheyenne.

Patti was born and raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
She worked for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee as the 
Safe Environment Coordinator for 15 years before 
heading west to Cheyenne. She has two masters 
degrees: Masters in Arts, and Masters in Church 
Administration.

Patti can be reached at the Chancery at  
307-638-1530 or ploehrer@dioceseofcheyenne.org

By: WCR Staff
Deacon Vernon Dobelmann will be leaving 

his position as Director of Pastoral Ministries 
and Superintendent of Catholic Schools at the 
end of June. In addition to his two primary 
roles listed above, he has also served as the 
Director of the Propagation of the Faith, 
Diocesan Scouting Chaplain, Cursillo spiritual 
advisor, and was a member of the diaconate 
formation board.  His canonical assignment as 
a deacon has been to the Cathedral of St. Mary 
since November of 2009.  Deacon Vernon 
and his wife, Margaret, will be relocating to 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina where 
Deacon Vernon will be serving as the Director 
of Religious Education for the parish of St. 
Francis by the Sea. We gratefully thank Deacon 
Vernon for his service to the diocese over these 
last eight and a half years.  His hard work, 
wisdom, and laughter will be missed by many. 

In March, the Chancery staff said goodbye to our receptionist, Alanna Leininger. 
Alanna began working for the diocese in 2014. Along with her many receptionist duties, 
she also served as the assistant to the Legislative Liaison. She organized the annual 
Interfaith Prayer Service, reviewed legislation, and was pivotal in helping with timely 
communications. Alanna helped edit the Wyoming Catholic Register and was also an 
occasional contributor. Alanna is already missed. However, she leaves with our prayers 
and the assurance that God is leading her onto the next chapter! 



By Register Staff
Young adults gathered from across the state to participate in a Palm 

Sunday weekend retreat held in Casper, Wyoming.  The retreat was 
hosted by the Diocese of Cheyenne Office of Pastoral Ministries.  

Maria Ward kicked off the retreat by focusing on Palm Sunday.  
Deacon Vernon Dobelmann then took an in-depth look at the triduum 
celebrations of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil.  He 
concluded his final presentation with a reflection on the Sacraments 
of Initiation.  Particular attention was given to how each of us live 
out the call to holiness in our lives.  Maria wrapped things up with a 
look at how we can effectively celebrate the Easter season all 50 days 
culminating on Pentecost Sunday.

The retreat provided a beautiful opportunity for young adults to 
connect with one another.  Stepping back from the hustle and bustle of 
daily life at the beginning of Holy Week gave a spiritual jump-start for 
each of the participants to truly sing, “Hosanna in the Highest.”
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Hosanna in the Highest:  
Young Adult Retreat

ABOVE: Young Adult Retreat participants

Deacon Vernon Dobelmann speaks during a retreat session.

LEFT: Hosanna in the Highest banner welcomed 
participants to the retreat space.

JOB OPENINGS
ST. MARGARET’S  CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL
in Riverton, WY
has openings for 

Elementary Principal
and

Elementary Teachers 
for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Please mail or email a letter of 
interest and a resume to the school 

at 
220 N 7th St. E. 

Riverton, WY 82501

Additional info and questions, 
contact the school at 

(307) 856-5922 or 
stmarg@wyoming.com
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By: Matthew Potter,  
Director of Stewardship & Development

Sister Teresa Frawley, OSF, is the Religious 
Education Coordinator at St. Joseph and Blessed 
Sacrament parishes on the Wind River Reservation 
in central Wyoming.  She was recently nominated 
for the Lumen Christi award given by Catholic 
Extension Society.  According to Catholic Extension’s 
website, “The Lumen Christi Award is an annual 
award presented by Catholic Extension to a woman 
religious, priest or lay person who has demonstrated 
how the power of faith can transform lives and 
communities.”

Sister Teresa is a member of the Order of St. 
Francis. She was raised in County Clare, Ireland, and 
joined the Franciscan order there. She first came to 
the Wind River Indian Reservation in 1973, with 
the intention of staying 1 year. She stayed until 1981 
when she returned to her province to become the 
vocations director. She returned to the reservation 
in 1989 to teach art in the high school at the 
mission. She was then asked to become the religious 
education coordinator in Ethete and has remained 
there since. She has been serving on the Wind River 
Indian Reservation for 37 years. She currently lives in 
Ethete and serves both St. Joseph’s Church in Ethete 
and Blessed Sacrament Church in Ft. Washakie. 

In order to comprehend the magnitude of Sister 
Teresa’s ministry to the people, it is important to 
note that the reservation has 27,000 residents living 
on 3,500 square miles. That’s about 8 people per 
square mile. The reservation is larger in size than 
either Delaware or Rhode Island. 

Sister Teresa has the responsibility of making sure 
children and their families are prepared to receive 
the sacraments. She tells parents that their children 
must attend classes for First Communion, Baptism, 
and Reconciliation with them. She shows parents 
ways to teach their children how to behave at Mass. 
This results in parents AND children attending Mass 
regularly, receiving all the benefits of being involved 
in the great prayer of our faith, being attentive to the 
Word of God, and letting the Holy Spirit enter their 
hearts. 

She takes communion to shut-ins. She arranges 

parish celebrations. She holds the hands of those who 
need it, and she holds accountable those who need 
that as well. Sister Teresa is the face of the Church to 
many Catholics who live there.  Her responsibilities 
require her to, in her own practical words, “Open 
the church, open the hall, flush the toilets, arrange 

funerals and visit the sick and elders in their homes 
and nursing homes in Ft. Washakie and Lander.” 

For one member of the Northern Arapaho tribe, 
Sister Teresa is given credit for encouraging her, a 
young 17-year-old mother at the time, to attend Mass 
and take her baby with her. That was 20 years ago, and 
the mother and her five children now attend Mass 
each week. The children have all been catechized and 
have received their age-appropriate sacraments. The 
mother attributes the encouragement and direction 
of Sister Teresa in helping her stay connected and 

active in the Church, as well as inspiring her to 
encourage others to do the same.

At Christmas and Easter, after the celebration 
of Mass has ended, Sister Teresa will address the 
gathering. Seeing all the unfamiliar faces, she will 
invite them to return at times other than Christmas 
or Easter. She encourages them to come back, telling 
them “We are open every Sunday!”

Christmas and Easter are big celebrations at the 
church. Sister Teresa makes the celebrations special 
for families by gathering up volunteers to put 
together goody bags for the children at Christmas. 
The volunteers also arranged for Easter egg hunts 
after Easter Mass. Sister Teresa has also put together 
dinners at other times of the year. When asked what 
her greatest satisfaction was, she said it was when 
the children had grown up and returned home and 
talked about the wonderful memories they had of 
these celebrations. She said they were hard work 
putting them together, but worth it.

When one of the regular Mass attendees misses a 
Sunday, Sister will contact them and tell them they 
were missed. That simple phone call lets them know 
someone actually cares that they weren’t there. It 
tells the absentee that their presence is vital not only 
for their own benefit, but for the good of the entire 
community as well.

 Sister Teresa is a great influence to those who know 
her. She inspires through her dedication, her loyalty 
to the people, and her faithfulness to the Gospel. She 
goes about her work quietly and diligently, never 
drawing attention to herself. When notified that she 
was going to be nominated for the Lumen Christi 
award, she did everything she could to direct the 
nomination to someone else.

She serves as an inspiration to those of us 
whose work is primarily outside the reservation. 
Congratulations to Sister Teresa on being nominated 
for this prestigious award. 
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Sister Teresa Frawley nominated for Lumen Christi Award

Sister Teresa Frawley, OSF

Sister Teresa Frawley with parishioners of St. Joseph’s in Ethete, Wyoming



First Communion

Confirmations
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Corpus Christi, Newcastle, photo by Valerie PollatHoly Name, Sheridan and St. Edmund’s, Ranchester

St Anthony of Padua, Casper

St Patricks, Casper

Our Lady of the Mountain, Jackson and Holy Family, Thayne photo by Adam J. Howard
Holy Rosary, Lander

St Anthonys School, Casper

Holy Spirit Catholic Community, Rock Springs

 St. Patrick’s, Kemmerer

St. John the Baptist, Buffalo

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Cheyenne

St. Barbara, Powell

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Cheyenne

St. Joseph’s, Cheyenne

St. Anthony of Padua, Cody

Our Lady of Fatima, Casper

St. Louis, Glenrock St. Rose of Lima, Torrington

St. Patrick’s, Casper

St. Joseph, Rawlins

St. Laurence O’Toole, Laramie
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Wyoming Catholic College 
Recommended in 2018-19 
Edition of The Newman Guide

NFP Awareness Week Begins July 22nd, 2018
By: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

“Generations of Love, Humanae Vitae (1968-
2018), Celebrating God’s Gift of Married 
Love!” is the theme of this year’s Natural 
Family Planning Awareness Week, a national 
educational campaign of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
to celebrate God’s vision for marriage and 
promote the methods of Natural Family 
Planning. 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is an 
umbrella term for the safe, natural and effective 
methods of both achieving and avoiding 
pregnancy. NFP methods teach couples how 
to observe and interpret the woman’s signs 
of fertility and infertility. In the words of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, NFP 
methods “respect the bodies of the spouses, 
encourage tenderness between them and favor 
the education of an authentic freedom.” (CCC, 
no. 2370)

The dates of Natural Family Planning 
Awareness Week are July 22nd – 28th, 2018. 
These dates highlight the 50th anniversary 
of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae (July 
25) which articulates Catholic beliefs about 
human sexuality, marriage, conjugal love and 

responsible parenthood.
The Diocese of 

Cheyenne Office of 
Pastoral Ministries joins 
with the U.S. bishops in 
highlighting the benefits 
of NFP.  Several special 
activities will be held 
throughout the diocese 
and online.  Please 
check the Diocese of 
Cheyenne Marriage & 
Family Life webpage for 
more details: http://www.
dioceseofcheyenne.org/
marriage.html.

Want to learn more 
about the methods of NFP 
offered in our diocese? 
Check the Marriage & Family Life page of our 
website at http://www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/
marriage.html or visit the NFP section of the 
USCCB website at: http://www.usccb.org/nfp/
what-is-nfp/index.cfm. Most NFP methods 
also offer classes online.

The Catholic Church invites all the faithful to 
embrace God’s plan for married love. 

 

Learn more about these beautiful teachings 
which support the use of NFP in marriage at: 
http://www.usccb.org/nfp/catholic-teaching. 

Please join the diocesan NFP team to spread 
the word about God’s design for married love 
and the gift of life as well as the methods of 
NFP. Contact Maria Ward to get involved: 307-
638-1530 or mward@dioceseofcheyenne.org. 

YOU’RE INVITED!
ANNUAL DESMET MEMORIAL

Mass on the Prairie
JULY 15, 2018 @ 10AM

(Please dress for changing weather & bring your own chair.)

Located near Daniel, Wyoming.  
Hosted by Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale
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Desmet mass.pdf   1   4/23/18   1:55 PM

Natural Family Planning
Celebrate God’s gift of married love!

Humanae vitae (1968-2018)Generations of love

©2018 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce in whole, in print and/or electronically, with the following statement: ©2018 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. Used with permission.
NFP Program, Secretariat of Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, USCCB, 3211 4th St., NE, Washington, DC 20017; Questions, 202-541-3240; Orders 1-866-582-0943; nfp@usccb.org; www.usccb.org/nfp. Made possible by a grant from the Knights of Columbus. The persons depicted as models used for illustrative purposes only. Publication #1822

By: The Cardinal Newman Society 
Wyoming Catholic College in Lander, 

Wyoming, is recommended in the 2018-2019 
edition of The Newman Guide, the flagship 
project of The Cardinal Newman Society 
that recommends 28 Catholic colleges, 
universities and higher education programs 
for excellence in faithful Catholic education.

For graduates of Newman Guide colleges 
and others, the Newman Society’s new 
www.CatholicEdJobs.com website connects 
faithful Catholic schools and colleges with 
qualified job candidates who are dedicated 
to their Catholic faith and the mission of 
Catholic education.



73 2 Page 15June 2018 WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER



8 2 6 2 Page 16 June 2018WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

Summer Vacation Bible Schools and Events

Holy Rosary in Lander will be hosting Totus Tuus this summer. The 
Middle/High School evening program will start Sunday, July 15 from 
7:00-9:10 pm and will continue through Thursday evening. The elementary 
portion of the program begins on Monday, July 16, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
and continues each day through Friday. Contact person is Katelyn Hiett, 
katiemhiett@gmail.com.

Holy Spirit Catholic Community 
in Rock Springs will have VBS 
July 9 – July 13 for Preschool- 5th 
grade.  The preschoolers and 
kindergarteners will only attend 
an hour 9:00 am – 10:00 am. 
1st – 5th grade will attend 9:00 
am – 3:00 pm.  They also have an 
afternoon session for older kids 
in grades 6-12.  They will attend 
July 8 – July 12 from 6:00 pm 

-7:30 pm.  All groups will take place at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Center. 
Questions and volunteers please call 307-362-2611.

Casper Tri-Parish VBS at St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish School, Casper, 
WY.  VBS will be held Monday, June 11 – Thursday, June 14 from 9:00 
am – noon.  Ages 3 – 10. For more information, call 307-235-5535. You 
can register ONLINE at http://www.stpatricks-casper.com/religious-ed/
education/vacation-bible-school/

St. Matthew’s in Gillette: Come get “Rescued by Jesus” at St. Matthew’s 
Shipwrecked VBS, June 18-22, 2018 Monday –Friday 9 a.m.- 12 noon. All 
Children Welcome- Ages 4 through 5th Grade can attend, and 6th Graders 
and up can help! For more information or to volunteer please contact 
Christie at (307)-682-3319 ext. 149

St. Barbara in Powell will also be hosting “Shipwrecked! Rescued by Jesus” 
Vacation Bible School June 25 – 29 from 9:00 am - noon. Contact the 
parish office with questions at 307-754-2480.  Register online at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/c5a612

St. John the Baptist in Buffalo will have VBS June 4-7 from 9:00 am – 
noon, Monday-Thursday. Call or email Carol Gagliano at 307-684-5751 
gagliano.carol@gmail.com
 
Cathedral of St. Mary Vacation Bible School in Cheyenne will be held the 
week of June 18 to 22nd from 5:30pm - 8pm at St. Mary’s School for grades 
pre-K to 6th grade. They are in need of volunteers to help with the VBS. 
People of all ages are needed; parents, grandparents, and youth! For any 
questions regarding VBS, email Renee at rcudney@stmarycathedral.com or 
Becky at bhart@stmarycathedral.com or Becky’s cell 307-214-4880.

Our Lady of the Mountains in Jackson will host VBS on June 25 – 29 
from 9:00 am to – noon.  Please contact Sarah Beth Barnett in the Faith 
Formation office to register sarahbeth@olmcatholic.org or 307-733-2516.

St. James Catholic Church in Douglas, WY is hosting a Vacation Bible 
School June 4 - 8 from 9:00 am - noon. Contact: Nicole Boner 307-358-
2338 Email: faithformation@stjamesdouglas.com

Citywide Mass, David Street Station, 
Casper. A celebration of all Catholics in 
Casper will be held with Mass, followed 
by a street fair and Catholic vendors at 
David Street Station.  All are invited.  
Mass is at 10:30 am on July 22.

Our Lady of Fatima in Casper will 
host Totus Tuus with the theme 
of Lumen Fidei. Totus Tuus will 
be held July 22 – 27 from 9:00 
am – 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm – 9:10 
pm for grades 1 – 12.  Cost is $15 
for individual or $30 per family.  
Register online at goo.gl/8RDhW1

The following is a list of vacation bible school programs that were submitted to the WCR.  Don’t see your parish listed?   
Give them a call or check your bulletin to see if they are offering a program this summer. Please remember, all adults  
must pass a background check and attend a safe environment training in order to work with youth.

St. Margaret’s Catholic School held their annual May 
crowning on May 4, 2018. The students and staff look 
forward to this beautiful and holy event each spring. 
Special music and a reverent procession made the 
affair extra special. The Blessed Mother was crowned 
by selected fifth-graders who have attended St. Marga-
ret’s since kindergarten. Also on May 4, our students 
were treated to a fantastic hayride as a reward for do-
ing an awesome job with our winter fundraising project. 
In May, we look forward to both preschool and fifth 
grade graduations. 

May Crowning at 
St. Margaret’s Catholic School
By: Jo Laux, Principal

Fifth grade students at the May crowning at St. Margaret’s Church.



By: Mary Legler, Principal
From spring sports events to spring planting, 

Holy Name Catholic School is focusing on family, 
parish, school and community—the foundations of 
our Catholic faith.

Spring sports season is fully underway, and Holy 
Name Catholic School students are practicing and 
participating at their best.  The 5th through 8th 
grade girls and boys have already competed in 
volleyball and basketball and are now in the midst 
of track.  Recently, athletes competed at Sheridan 
High School in a home meet and had the season’s 
best performances.  Participating in sports fosters a 
sense of teamwork and Viking Pride! 

Third quarter, 90% of our middle school students 
were on the academic honor roll.  Henri Schaefer 
placed 1st place in the Regional Geography Bee 
and placed 15th at the state competition.  At the 
Regional Spelling Bee, Caleb Jones (7th overall), 
Merritt Ehrmantraut (round 2) and Emma 
VanHaele (round 6) represented our school 
proudly. 

In April, Mrs. Anderson took a team of eighth 
graders to the 2018 Wyoming History Day Contest.  
Vinnie Spradling, Silvia Garza, Jocelin Vigil, and 
Gennah Deutscher performed a skit on the Korean 
War and the influence of media.  Ms. Emond and 
Aiden Roth, a seventh-grader, went to the Regional 

Science Fair and took home second place in the 
category of engineering. We are very proud of our 
students.

In early April, Holy Name hosted the annual 
Mayfest fundraiser to benefit the school.  This 
year’s theme was “Two of a Kind” and followed 
much the same format as last year’s event with 
dinner, a live band, casino games and auctions. 
The idea of Mayfest is to bring the community 
together as a whole to support the foundation of 
our community’s future leaders and professionals.

Holy Name students have enjoyed recorder and 
ukulele concerts at morning prayer, celebrated 
Easter, Earth Day and were presented quarterly 
honors awards.

Holy Name students have taken advantage of their 
winter hours and have been busy planning their 
school garden.  The Holy Name School Garden, 
located on the school grounds, was constructed 
last year and yielded fruits and veggies for snacks, 
science experiments and even a Brussel Sprout 
Festival in October for the students.  The garden 
was built and cared for by students, school families 
and staff over the summer.  

In late April, Pre-K and 1st through 4th grade 
classes field-tripped to the Sheridan Research 
and Extension Center to plant seeds.  After a brief 
science lesson, students planted two to four different 

species with materials and instruction provided by 
Rooted in Wyoming.  The seedlings will stay at the 
Research and Extension Center greenhouse until 
the weather is suitable for planting.  Kindergarten 
and 5th-8th grades have started seeds in their 
classrooms, readied the garden for planting, and 
direct-sowed early spring crops.  The students will 
take care of the garden through the summer and 
enjoy the benefit of fresh food and knowledge as 
it grows.

Holy Name students and families will participate 
in the Sheridan Community Cleanup May 5.  The 
event is organized by the City of Sheridan and 
has volunteers cleaning up garbage and debris 
accumulated over winter.  Holy Name is proud to 
participate and show our Viking Pride in Sheridan!
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Holy Name Catholic School:  
From Spring Sports to Spring Planting

St. Joseph’s Children’s Home:  
The Best Kept Secret in Wyoming

By: Jenny Pragnall, Business Manager, 
St. Joseph’s Children’s Home

Once described as “the best kept secret 
in Wyoming” by a former director, 
St. Joseph’s Children’s Home is now a 
well-known institution that continually 
garners referrals from all over the state 
of Wyoming as well as many from out-
of-state.  St. Joseph’s Children’s Home 
is an agency of the Catholic Diocese 
of Cheyenne that has gone through an 
amazing transformation over the past 
88 years.

In the early 1920’s, The Most Reverend 
Patrick A. McGovern, D.D., then 
Bishop of Cheyenne, formed the idea of 
St. Joseph’s Orphanage due to the high 

number of Wyoming orphans being 
placed in Denver orphanages.  This 
idea was made into reality following 
several years of fund drives throughout 
the state of Wyoming, and the small 
community of Torrington was chosen 
as the ideal location for the orphanage.  
St. Joseph’s Orphanage opened in 1930 
under the leadership of Father John 
Henry, who served as Superintendent of 
the facility until 1944.  Father Lawrence 
Etchingham took over as Superintendent 
of St. Joseph’s in 1964.  Father 
Etchingham noted that an increasing 
number of the children being sent to 
St. Joseph’s had psychological problems, 
so he began to pursue the possibility 
of beginning a treatment program.  In 

December 1969, a treatment director 
was hired.  As part of the new program, 
a public school classroom was opened 
on site at St. Joseph’s in 1970.  In order 
to fully embrace the new focus of the 
organization, in 1971 the official name 
was changed to St. Joseph’s Children’s 
Home.

Today, St. Joseph’s Children’s Home 
is a private, non-profit, psychiatric 
residential treatment facility for youth 
ages six to seventeen and employs a 
staff of around 120 people.  St. Joseph’s 
program is fully accredited by the Joint 
Commission on Accreditation of Health 
Care Organizations (JCAHO).

St. Joseph’s provides comprehensive 
residential services for up to 62 
youth.  St. Joseph’s offers a complete 
Residential Treatment Program in its 
main facility or acute stabilization and 
comprehensive evaluations at the Newell 
Children’s Center.  Both secured and 
open campuses are available with 24-
hour supervision, social skills training, 
psychotherapy, educational services and 
chemical dependency services.  The 
children accepted into the program 
usually have had an average of at least 
three out-of-home placements prior to 
admission and are required to meet the 
State of Wyoming’s medical necessity 
requirements.  The children that are 
referred to St. Joseph’s exhibit a variety 
of serious concerns including physical 
and sexual abuse or parental neglect, 
depression and suicide attempts, 

oppositional behavior and defiance of 
authority, runaway and substance abuse 
problems, excessive fear and anger, 
aggressive or sexually inappropriate 
behavior, and involvement with the 
juvenile court system.  St. Joseph’s uses 
a holistic approach to treatment that 
encompasses a number of components.  

Psychotherapy addresses the emotions 
that frequently underlie children’s 
behavioral problems.  The Therapy 
Program utilizes Trauma Informed 
Therapy that is provided to these severely 
traumatized children by licensed 
therapy staff.  A strong 4-H animal 
program is also incorporated along 
with equine therapy.  The residential 
program provides intensive social skills 
instruction to replace children’s problem 
behaviors with acceptable social skills to 
improve family and peer relationships.   
In the education program, students 
experience success through a full range 
of academic and vocational classes 
offered at St. Joseph’s fully accredited 
on-grounds K-12 school.

St. Joseph’s is proud to have served 
thousands of youth from its beginnings 
as an orphanage to its transformation 
into a treatment facility and looks 
forward to many more years of 
continued service.  If you would like 
more information about St. Joseph’s 
Children’s Home please contact 
Executive Director, Robert Mayor at 
307-532-4197.  Visit our website at 
https://stjoseph-wy.org/
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By: Myra Belser, 
 Communications Coordinator  

In April, 30 college students from St. Paul’s Newman Center welcomed 
Bishop Steven to a “Discernment Dinner”; a program that encourages 
vocational discernment over a meal. Bishop Steven shared his own 
vocational journey, particularly the tension between his love for ranch 
work and questions about seminary. He encouraged the students to take 
time for silence amid our culture of constant noise, pointing out how 
his daily activities of riding in the tractor in silence and gazing on God’s 
creation had become prayer.

Bishop Steven noted that following the Lord’s call is not always the 
path that one would choose, as it can be challenging, yet it brings a 
sense of peace and personal fulfillment. In his words, it “feels right.” 
Wyatt Overton loved hearing from Bishop Steven. “I’m in the process of 
applying for seminary now and often I have doubts about my call. I feel 
I need to be sure of my vocation right now! Hearing that Bishop Steven 
spent so long in discerning and is now doing amazing work for the 
Church was encouraging to me. Knowing that God has great plans for me 
helped ease my fears about the future.” 

The conversation turned to Pope Francis and his prophetic witness, 
which Bishop Steven is striving to imitate. Bishop Steven explained that 
being a prophet means speaking the Word of God in bold ways, that often 
leads to discomfort. 

William Heili’s response to Bishop Steven’s comments was, “It helped 
me to see that I should bring a renewed intentionality to my discernment, 
even as I remain mindful of the nudges of the Holy Spirit toward some 
choices rather than others. In the end, my discernment is more about 
learning from God how to respond to His love than for me to find a 
vocational career.”

Bishop Steven asked the students what kind of Church they want to be 
a part of. Their response was a Church that is built on strong community 
that welcomes all and a Church that teaches truth and provides 
opportunities for us to pray. 

“Having Bishop Steven share his vocation story with us was really 
enlightening,” said Catherine Winnop. “He has so much passion for our 
church, and great vision for the future. It showed me that he values our 
opinions when he asked, ‘What would you guys like to see in our church 
in the future?’ This event really helped me reflect on my vocational path.”

The students left the dinner inspired by Bishop Steven’s example of 
discernment and dedication to the work of the Holy Spirit. Together, the 
shepherd and his flock are making the Church in Wyoming truly great. 

Newman Center Students Listening to God’s Voice

Fr. Tom Ogg visits with a student

Students visit during the Discernment Dinner

Reporting Sexual Abuse
If you are aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected 
offender is a Church volunteer, Church employee, priest, deacon, or reli-
gious, you are encouraged to report the matter to the Diocese of Cheyenne.

Reports may be made by telephone or in writing to the following:

Deacon Rolland Raboin    Patti Loehrer
Victim Assistance Coordinator   Chancellor
P.O. Box 1468      P.O. Box 1468
Cheyenne, WY 82003     Cheyenne, WY 
82003
(307) 532-1571     1-866-790-0014

Please understand that anonymous reports of misconduct compro-
mise the ability of the diocese to follow up on such reports and to take 
disciplinary actions or other actions.  It is the policy of the Diocese of 
Cheyenne to respond promptly and with compassion to all reports of 
misconduct. The Diocese will report the matter to law enforcement. 
You, yourself, may also, of course, report instances of sexual misconduct 
directly to Wyoming Child Protective Services, or the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

For the complete Sexual Misconduct Policy, go to www.dioceseofcheyenne.org.

Wyoming Catholic Men’s Retreat
The Wyoming Catholic Men’s Retreat is an opportunity to get away from the 
stress of the outside world and enjoy all God has to offer. This retreat concen-
trates on fellowship, recreation, and most importantly, growing in one’s faith.
This year’s speaker is Deacon Larry Oney, a permanent deacon for the Catholic 
Archdiocese of New Orleans who serves at Divine Mercy Parish in Kenner, 
Louisiana. With a passion for lifting people up across the world, he inspires 
men and women to live their lives with hope and purpose. As an ordained 
Catholic deacon and business leader, he leverages humor, joy, Scripture, love 
and personal insight to speak to people’s hearts and to encourage them to live 
a spirit-filled life.  Through Hope and Purpose Ministries, he aims to put the 
New Evangelization into practice through preaching, teaching and the media; 
offering hope and purpose to all individuals.  (http://hopeandpurpose.org/
about-hope-and-purpose/larry-oneys-story/)

The retreat will be held at Table in the Wilderness resort near Centennial,  
Wyoming.  For more information, contact Chuck Harkins at (307) 267-1013

We hope you will join us on August 17-19, 2018!
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Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology 
200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 47577, www.saintmeinrad.edu 

We are happy to congratulate Saint Meinrad 
graduate Rev. Clark Lenz on his 

ordination to the priesthood.
Very Rev. Denis Robinson, OSB,

and the students, faculty, monks and staff of
Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology

Congratulations!

“In all created things discern the providence and wisdom of God, and in 
all things give Him thanks.” - St. Teresa of Avila

Living and Giving in Christ; Unity through Diocesan Ministries, the 
Diocesan annual appeal, got underway on April 15, 2018.  The response 
from members of the Diocese of Cheyenne has been outstanding.  We 
are very grateful to everyone for your tremendous support of the work 
of Bishop Steven and those providing ministry and pastoral care across 
Wyoming.

Living and Giving in Christ; Unity through Diocesan Ministries, is 
the primary source of funding for the ministries of our diocese.  Much 
of the work of the diocese happens behind the scenes, but it is vital to 
the mission of Church in Wyoming. 

Every gift made to Living and Giving in Christ is important.  We use 
these gifts, among other things, to:

• Provide for the continuing formation of the newest class of 
permanent deacons;

• Create diocesan-wide opportunities for our youth to grow – and stay 
– in the Faith;

• Commit to life, from conception to natural death;
• Value our Hispanic brothers and sisters through greater 

commitment to ministry;
• Make our voices heard in the Legislature through the office of the 

Legislative Liaison;
• Aid Catholic Charities of Wyoming in their work with the most 

troubled youths in the state;
• Ensure that our priests have the resources necessary to provide for 

the pastoral and sacramental needs of parishioners across Wyoming.

If you have not already made your gift to Living and Giving in 
Christ, Unity through Diocesan Ministries, please prayerfully 
consider doing so today.  You can make a secure contribution at www.
dioceseofcheyenne.org.  Gifts of securities, life insurance or IRAs can 
have significant tax benefits to the donor, and we encourage their use in 
contributing to the Diocese.

Thank you for your generous support and prayers.

Living and Giving in Christ;  
Unity through Diocesan Ministries
By Matthew Potter,  
Director of Development  
and Stewardship
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By: Mary Ann Cummins, NCCW Nominating Committee member

For all Catholic women across the state of Wyoming, upcoming events for 
you are the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) convention in 
Pittsburg, PA to be held August 29-September 1, and the statewide WCCW 
Convention in Buffalo. 

To register for the NCCW Convention, visit the website, nccw.org. The 
theme for this year is “NCCW: Reflecting God’s Joy Missionary Disciples -- 
Mission Possible.” Speakers include Holly Joy McIIway, “A Mission of Joy”; 
Bishop Frank Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport, CT; Gina Loehr, “Blessed is 
She Who Believed”; “Embracing the ‘Impossible’ Mission; Bob Rice”; “Owed 
to Joy: Sharing the Gift of Love”. Our own Angie Milatzo will be installed as 
the new Denver Province Director for the coming two years. Hope you can 
attend!

In September, the Wyoming Council of Catholic Women (WCCW) 
will meet in beautiful Buffalo, Wyoming for an action-packed two days, 
Sunday, September 23 and Monday, September 24. Dr. Katariina Rosenblatt, 
a speaker of national notice who was a human trafficking victim, and is 
now an advocate as a doctor and lawyer, along with breakout sessions, will 
highlight these days. We will have a project to benefit victims of human 
trafficking based on the NCCW project on this topic. Much more to happen 
also. Come and join us!

Councils of Catholic 
Women Gatherings

Apostolic Blessings
By: WCR Staff

Father Louie Shea, Pastor of Sacred Heart Church in 
Greybull Wyoming, presents an apostolic blessing to 
Dorothy Balo and the late Eric Balo of Greybull.  Dorothy 
volunteers for nursing home ministry and prepares the 
church for services every week.  She is a special lady 
and a treasured member of Sacred Heart.

Fathers Demetrio Peñascoza and Hiep Nguyen present 
Leo Beck with an Apostolic Blessing at St. Margaret 
Church in Riverton in recognition of his years of service.  
Mr. Beck will be 94 years young this July and has been 
volunteering at the parish for more than 30 years and the 
school for the last 10 years.
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Bishop Steven celebrates Mass at the great Easter Vigil at 
the Cathedral of St. Mary in Cheyenne.  Bishop Steven 
completed the triduum by baptizing 11 individuals and 
confirming 16 in his first Easter Vigil as the Bishop of 
Cheyenne.  The Cathedral was beautifully decorated, 
worthy of the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

By Cathy Lynch, St. Ann’s Parish, Saratoga

The Rock Springs Deanery Council of Catholic 
Women convened April 7 at St. Ann’s Parish Hall 
in Saratoga with 30 in attendance for their spring 
meeting.  Guests included Deacon Carroll Schell, 
Spiritual Adviser; State WCCW President April 
Pendleton; and Reverend Jason Marco, pastor of St. 
Ann’s. The gathering began with Mass, followed by 
breakfast and a business meeting chaired by Rock 
Springs Deanery President Kathy Larson. Among 
other items, Deanery councils shared projects and 
plans, discussion was held on potential future dates 
for the Spring Deanery meeting, and the group 
voted to donate funds requested for the Tim Francis 
“You Shall Believe” ministry presentation which will 
take place on June 3 and 4 in Saratoga.

Following lunch, Deacon Carroll Schell spoke about why we pray, the value of silence, and led group discussions. The meeting concluded with a 
silent auction benefitting the Deanery President’s Travel Fund, a special Chaplet of Unity, and veneration of the world-traveling image of Jesus King 
of All Nations, which was present for the entire meeting.

Rock Springs Deanery Spring Meeting 

By: WCR Staff

Members of the Diocese of Cheyenne, including Bishop Steven, attended the 
Region XIII  Regional V Encuentro in Phoenix this past February. Region XIII 
includes Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona. Every diocese 
was represented along with their Bishop.  The National V Encuentro will be held 
September 20-23, 2018 in Gaylord, Texas.  

According to the V Encuentro website, “The main goal of the V Encuentro is to 
discern ways in which the Church in the United States can better respond to the 
Hispanic/Latino presence, and to strengthen the ways in which Hispanics/Latinos 
respond to the call to the New Evangelization as missionary disciples serving the 
entire Church.”

Regional Encuentro in Phoenix AZ, 
February 23-25, 2018 

Alberto Enriquez, Sandra Loza, Marcos Rios, Gabriela Ruiz, Lorena Pantoja,  
Flor Aida Sanchez, Eva Estorga Cecilia Perez, Alfonso Centero, Bishop Steven.
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By: Tom Panas, Cross Catholic News
An air of excitement and energy 

filled Mother Cabrini Hall at the 
Church of the Holy Trinity on 
March 10, with 250 volunteers 
filling the stairway and halls, all 
to be part of “Change the World,” 

sponsored by Cross Catholic 
Outreach. Parishioners young and 
old chatted with each other while 
waiting for instructions, hairnets, 
aprons and gloves. They came to 
pack non-perishable food for the 
poor, creating complete meals in 
four hours, enough to feed 43,000 
people.  

 “That,” said Cameron Smith, 
Holy Trinity Director of Faith 
Formation and Stewardship, who 
coordinated the food packing 
with Cross Catholic Outreach, “is 
changing the world.”

“Sometimes individuals do 
not realize the impact that their 
limited time and money can 
have to change the world,” Smith 
added. “Our goal was to show our 
parishioners just how great their 

outreach is. Volunteering for food 
packing gave people a hands-on 
experience of the support they 
are providing.” Throughout the 
event, volunteerism at its best 
was on display as parishioners 
jumped in to substitute for each 

other at packing stations, refill 
food supplies, box up completed 
meals, and clean.  Bishop Steven 
also came to the church, offered 
a blessing over the food and 
volunteers, and visited with 
parishioners. 

The parishioners helped 
individuals at home and abroad.  
Forty-thousand meals were 
shipped by Cross Catholic, which 
provided the food for packing, to 
help the hungry overseas.  Three 
thousand were distributed locally 
through the St. Joseph Food 
Pantry in Cheyenne, administered 
by St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
one of the main food distribution 
locations in the area that helps the 
poor and homeless.

“We hope to hold another food 

packing event next year,” Smith 
added. “In this way, we can double 
our commitment to the poor. 
We hope this is an event that 
others will take up as well. It is a 
terrific ‘win-win’ -- supporting 
the poor while nourishing a great 
community bond within our 
parish.”

The Food Packing Event is 
one of several projects that Holy 
Trinity works on with Cross 
Catholic Outreach.  Another is 
the Christmas Water Project held 
annually during Advent. Each 
year Rev. Thomas E. Cronkleton 
(“Father Tom”), pastor since 
2002, works with Cross Catholic 
to determine a project that is 
focused on providing clean water 
to people.  

“We began using Cross Catholic 
for our Christmas Water Project 
in 2010,” Father Tom said. “It 
helps encourage people to focus 
more on faith and family at 
Christmas rather than spending 
a lot of money on gifts and to 
share a little of what is saved for 
those who have no access to clean 
water.  People make donations 
and we give 10% of the Christmas 
collection to this project.  We 
like working with Cross Catholic 
because they allow us to donate to 
a specific project.”

Box of Joy is another Cross 
Catholic Christmas project at the 
parish.  It ensures that children in 
extreme poverty, whose parents 

are too poor to afford Christmas 
presents for their children, receive 
a Christmas gift. Parishioners pack 
their own shoebox-sized gift boxes 
and Cross Catholic distributes the 
gifts to children in need overseas.

Cross Catholic Outreach is an 
official Catholic nonprofit 501(c) 
(3) relief and development 
organization that was founded in 
2001. It has given more than $1 
billion in aid to help “the poorest 
of the poor” in more than three 
dozen developing countries in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, the 
Caribbean and other parts of the 
world.  It is able to do so in part 
because 95.25% of its budget goes 
toward program services, with the 
remainder toward administrative 
and fund-raising expenses.

Cross Catholic supports its 
material aid to those in need 
by creating an environment of 
spiritual nourishment to the 
parishioners of Holy Trinity 
through their efforts and 
stewardship. Known as “integral 
development,” the hope and good 
news of the Gospel is shared in 
conjunction with aid and social 
work in order to invoke the Holy 
Spirit’s transformative power. For 
more information about Cross 
Catholic, visit CrossCatholic.org 
or call 800-914-2420. 

 “We are grateful to Cross 
Catholic Outreach,” Smith said. 
“This has turned into a great 
partnership.”

Holy Trinity and Cross Catholic Outreach 
Hold Food Packing Event

Many food-packing stations worked in assembly-line fashion to 
package the meals.

Volunteers filled the church for prayer before the event started.
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Casper Tri-Parish participants in The Choice 
Wine marriage enrichment program.  This is 
a nine-week marriage enrichment program 
designed to help married couples experience a 
superabundant marriage.  The program concluded 
on April 29th with a renewal of marriage vows and 
dinner.  For more info, contact thechoicewine@
paradisusdei.org or Kris Dona at 605-786-7882 or 
Joe Dona at 307-797-1598.

St. Louis, Missouri 
By: WCR Staff

The Dominican Province of St. Albert the 
Great announced the Ordination of Brother 
Brian John Zuelke, O.P., of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, ordained to the Transitional 
Diaconate on Saturday, May 19, 2018 at 
St. Pius V Catholic Church in St. Louis, 
Missouri. The Most Reverend Mark Rivituso, 
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis, conferred the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders upon him as well 
as Brent Anthony Bowen, O.P. of Lewiston, 
Maine.

Br. Brian John Zuelke is the son of John 
P. Warner (of Indianapolis, Indiana) and 
Lorene E. Zuelke († June 23, 2016). He was raised primarily in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, being formed in faith by St. Mary’s Cathedral and School.

His ordination to the ministerial priesthood is anticipated in May 2019.

“Choice Wine” Marriage Enrichment Group

Dominican Friars Announce 
the Diaconate Ordination of 
Cheyenne Native

Wyoming Man 
Pledged Promises 
as a Religious

By: WCR Staff 

John Trost, a parishioner of St. Anthony of Padua 
Church in Casper, recently completed two years of 
formation with the Institute of Christ the King and 
made promises of poverty, chastity and obedience 
on January 28, 2018.  Abbe John will continue his 
religious formation at St. Francis de Sales Oratory 
in St. Louis, MO.  Abbe John and his community 
are praying for us and they would appreciate our 
prayers.
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Confirmations

St. Joseph’s, Ethete

St. Anthony’s, Upton, 
photo by Valerie Pollat

Our Lady of Fatima, Casper

St. Louis, Glenrock

St. Joseph’s, Lovell and Sacred Heart, Greybull

St. Joseph’s, Rawlins

St. Margaret’s, Riverton

St. Paul’s, Sundance, 
photo by Valerie Pollat

St. Stephens Mission, St. Stephens
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